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Sept. 24, 2015 
 

Former “Scandal” Actor Columbus Short  
Pleads in Assault Case 

 
Actor Columbus Short pleaded no contest today to punching a man and knocking him out at a West Los 
Angeles restaurant last year, the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office announced. 
 
Short, 33, who appeared on the hit TV show “Scandal,” pleaded to an amended felony count of assault 
likely to cause great bodily injury. 
 
He was immediately sentenced by Los Angeles County Superior Court Judge Leslie Brown to three 
years formal probation, 60 days of community labor and ordered to complete 26 anger management 
classes. 
 
Short, who was given credit for serving 12 days in county jail, was ordered to pay restitution. The 
amount will be determined at an Oct. 21 hearing at the Airport Branch court in case SA086874. 
 
Deputy District Attorney Christine Von Helmolt with the Airport Branch prosecuted the case. 
 
The Los Angeles Police Department investigated the case. 
 

# # # 
 
About the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office 
 
Los Angeles County District Attorney Jackie Lacey leads the largest local prosecutorial office in the nation. Her 
staff of nearly 1,000 attorneys, 300 investigators and 800 support staff members is dedicated to seeking justice 
for victims of crime and enhancing public safety. Last year, the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office 
prosecuted more than 71,000 felony defendants and nearly 112,000 misdemeanor defendants. 
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